ii               RAO BAHADTO RANCHHODkAI, CHHOTALAI,.

memory of my old friend, the founder of modern Ahtnada-
,bad, and lie most kindly consented.   The following pages,
descriptive of the career and character of Rao Bahadur
Ranchhodlal, are thus the work of Mr. Edwardes, who has
freely  utilised  the  typewritten   memorandum   of    Mr,
Trikamlal Damodhardas and  the  rest  of the  scattered
materials above-mentioned.   The author has enhanced the
value of the publication by the inclusion of a combined
index and glossary designed to assist English readers who
may be unacquainted with Indian terms and nomenclature.
And now I am fain to add a brief word to the tale set
forth in the succeeding pages.   Between April, 1888, and
November, 1891, I held the appointment of Collector and
Magistrate of Ahmadabad and Commissioner of the Northern
Division at the very time when Mr, Ranchhodlal Chhotalal
was immersed in the heavy task of introducing an improved
water-supply and a modern system of sanitation into the
populous capital of  Gujarat.   Mr.  Ranchhodlal  was  at
that date President of the Ahmadabad Municipality, having
been appointed a year or two before my arrival by* Lord
Reay's Government.   He was the first Indian gentleman
chosen for the post, in pursuance of the policy of Lord
&ipon of associating Indians with the work of local self-
government ;  and in his capacity as President he became
responsible for all the executive work of the municipality*
The appointment was no sinecure, as anyone with experience
of urban administration   in  India will  readily admit.
Scarcely a day passed, while I was in Ahmadabad, that Tfix.
/Ranchhodlal did not call upon me early in the morning to
consult me about improvements and reforms or to report
the progress of his schemes.   Consequently, I soon became
on terms of great intimacy with him and teamed to appre*
date his tact, ability and modesty*   His actual achievements
in municipal administration are described in a later page,
as also his successful introduction into Gujarat of the cotton-
spinning and weaving industry.   The latter work formed
the basis of the large fortune which he gradually accumt**